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contrary, extremely sensitive. Direct sunlight is also bad
for nitro-compounds as it often leads to their chemical

decomposition and to spontaneous explosion. The places or
magazines where explosives are stored should therefore be
kept cool and in a sheltered spot. It would not be surprising
to learn that this was not the case in the unfortunate disaster
which happened at Earl’s Court. An official inquiry, how
ever, will probably clear up this point.

"THIS HILL IS DANGEROUS."

A STORY of distinctly emerald tinge is related in last

week’s Biecliar Nems. An English cyclist touring in

Ireland came upon a steep descent, but looked in vain for
the familiar notice-board indicating danger. Dismounting
he wheeled his machine down and right at the bottom of
the hill he discovered the missing notice-board, "This Hill
is Dangerous to Cyclists." We are not sure whether the
man who erected the notice-board is a humourist or some

voluntary Ixion with a dilated heart, the penalty of a dis-
inclination to leave his wheel and walk up-hill. It is

perhaps a debateable question whether for the benefit of

middle-aged cyclists all danger boards should not be placed
at the bottom of the hills to which they refer. No doubt
there would be more broken necks, but on the other hand
there might be fewer over-stretched hearts.

---

THE LATE GEORGE VERNON BLUNT, M.D. ABERD.

THE will of the late Dr. George Vernon Blunt has recently
been proved in the Birmingham district registry at the sum of
43,085, which is considerably more than a medical man, as
a rule, has it in his power to leave. The estate is to be kept
intact for a period of twenty-one years and certain annuities
are to be paid out of the income while the surplus income
is to accumulate. After the annuities are satisfied the estate
is to be divided, according to the Birmingha1n 6azette, as
follows :&mdash;

The selection of charities is, we think, very catholic and one
with which no one will quarrel, for there is hardly any form
of infirmity or distress which does not benefit by the

bequests. 
-

ABSCESS OF THE BRAIN.

A CASE illustrating the difficulties and uncertainties

attending upon operations for cerebral abscess was described
at the December meeting of the New York Neurological
Society by Dr. F. Peterson. The patient had attempted ’,
suicide and wounded his head with a rusty spike and had sus-
tained a compound depressed fracture in the occipital region
near the middle line on the right side. He was trephined
and the depressed bone was removed. The dura mater

seemed to have escaped injury and was left untouched. The

wound became infected, but no symptoms appeared for two
weeks after the operation. He then gradually developed, in
the course of twenty-four hours, left-sided paralysis with
hemiansesthesia. The mental condition was clear and there
was no aphasia. The temporal half of the field of vision of the
left eye was lost; the right is said to have seemed normal.
The fundus was slightly clouded. It was thought that

there was an abscess deeply situated in the region of the
posterior limb of the internal capsule and two days later an
exploring needle was introduced and an abscess was evacuated
and drained. The anaesthesia disappeared and the patient
moved his left hand, but a few days later he suddenly became
worse and died. An abscess of the size of a hen’s egg was

found deeply situated in the right hemisphere, but from the
report it is not clear whether this was another abscess or

merely a reaccumulation in the cavity which had been

emptied. One curious and interesting symptom was the
occurrence of blindness of the temporal half of the visual
field of the left eye without any apparent involvement of

the visual field of the right eye, and if the abscess found

post mortem was another collection of pus, the case

illustrates the fact that intra-cranial abscess is not in.

frequently multiple. _ ,

THE ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.
THE forty-fifth annual report of the Royal Medical

Benevolent College, which provides pensions for aged medical
men and the widows of medical men in reduced circum-

stances, with a school open to all classes but offering
special advantages to the sons of medical men, 50 of whom
are Foundation scholars, has recently been issued. Though
the year has been one of great anxiety in consequence of large ...

but necessary expenses there is a small credit balance. This
is satisfactory, but funds are urgently needed and unless in-
creased support is forthcoming the College will be seriously
impeded in both sides of its work. It should be borne in
mind that " it is not only a benevolent society giving help to
the aged and the disabled, and doing inestimable good to the
children of those medical men who, from death or other

misfortunes, have been unable to provide for their families
but it is also a great educational institution, by which the
whole profession is benefited ; and as such it is entitled to
the support, in the first place of medical men, and afterwards
of ,all those who are sensible of their obligations to the

medical profession." It is also important to notice that

while the expenditure of the benevolent side of the institu-
tion is considerably over .B6000 a year, the amount received
from annual subscriptions is under .B3500. The office of the

College is at 37, Soho-square, London, W.

A MEDICAL CLEARING-HOUSE.

THE &THORN;IlliWheste’l’ City eLS of July 16th publishes an
article from a correspondent dealing with a project well
worthy of consideration by any town which is not so unwieldy
in size as London. The writer recalls attention to the fact
that many of the Manchester hospitals have their out-patient
departments separated from the main building by a distance
of, in one instance at least, some miles. Manchester is
about to build a new infirmary and the scheme suggested is
one to run concurrently with the building scheme. The
writer proposes to ’’ elect a building in the centre of
the city, on a site to be determined later, which

will accommodate all the out-departments of the various

hospitals and infirmaries. Each of these sections would be
under the care of the same distinguished specialists who
are now on the staffs of the various special hospitals, and a
small number of beds should be provided for emergency
cases. It would, in short, be made the medical clearing-
house of Manchester." " We cannot but think that this

scheme offers certain advantages over the system at present
existing in Manchester. For a hospital to have its wards
separated from its out-patient department by a distance of
over a mile involves an enormous waste of energy of various

kinds, principally of labour and money. Another great
advantage, as the correspondent of the Xanehester City Ne7rs
points out, would be the remarkable facilities for teaching
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which such a building would afford, for the mass of clinical z,
material gathered together would be enormous. In the

case of London we imagine that such a scheme is not

necessary, for in no one of the hospitals so far as we know is
the out-patient department distant from the main body more
than a few yards ; but even were the conditions in London
on a par with those of Manchester as regards this point the
distances in London are far too great to enable the plan to
succeed, and no one building could ever provide for the
crowds of out-patients who flock to a London hospital. How-

ever, it may be feasible in Manchester, and at any rate the
proposal is worth serious consideration.

HEROISM WITH RISK.

THE gallant action of Surgeon-Lieutenant J. H. Hugo of the
Malakand Field Force will be fresh in our readers’ memory,
but none the less we may recapitulate the main facts. A

brother officer had been hit by a bullet which cut the

axillary artery. Surgeon-Lieutenant Hugo came to his aid
and having recognised the injury by the light of a match
compressed the vessel between his finger and thumb and held
on to it under fire for three=hours. When the enemy broke
into the camp Surgeon-Lieutenant Hugo picked up the

patient and carried him into a place of safety. For this

act of bravery Surgeon-Lieutenant Hugo has, we are glad
to say, been awarded the Distinguished Service Order. It is
no light task even in a quiet room to hold on to an artery for
three hours, or even for one, knowing ’that a man’s life

depends on the grasp not slipping. To do so with bullets

flying all round adds an element calculated to make the task
infinitely heavier. The Royal Army Medical Corps and the
whole profession may well be proud of Lieutenant Hugo (to
give him his present title). -

DR. WATT BLACK, after a service of close on 30 years, has
resigned the appointment of Obstetric Physician to Charing-
cross Hospital and the Council have appointed Dr. Amand iRouth to succeed him. 

- I

SIR WILLIAM HENRY BROADBENT, Bart., has been

appointed one of Her Majesty’s Physicians Extraordinary
in the room of the late Sir Richard Quain.

THE ACCIDENT TO THE PRINCE OF
WALES.

THE profession will have heard with regret that His Royal
Highness, during his recent visit to Baron Ferdinand de I
Rothschild, in descending the staircase at the Manor House,
Waddesdon, slipped and fractured his patella. It was at first

thought that the injury was less serious, but on the Prince
reaching London and being examined by Sir William
Mac Cormac and Sir Francis Laking it was found that ’,,
a fracture had unfortunately occurred. The leg affected
is the same one in which many years ago after
his severe attack of typhoid fever phlebitis ensued.
The accident, as our readers are aware, though trouble.
some and somewhat tedious in its cure, is fortunately not
in any way dangerous to life. It may be interesting
to recall its mode of causation. In walking along,
sometimes in ascending or descending stairs, the foot

slips and the weight of the body forcibly bends the

knee ; to prevent a fall the quadriceps extensor muscle
in the front of the thigh makes a sudden and violent

contraction ; the strain on the patella, resting as it does
on the condyles of the femur, is too great and the
bone breaks through the excessive energy of the muscular
contraction. Immediately the patella gives way the continued
action of the muscle draws the upper fragment away
from the lower and an obvious gap is felt between the two

pieces. All power to extend the leg is at once lost and
the only result of attempts to do so is to increase the

distance between the fragments. The fracture always
opens into the knee - joint and pain and swelling soon

follow from the exudation into the articulation. The
difficulties in the way of treatment are many and various
and some permanent weakness of the injured joint is not
unlikely to result. With care, however, and with time

much may be done to ensure a firm union ; but whatever
treatment be adopted the sufferer must exercise patience
if he is desirous of having a limb as strong as before

the accident occurred. The fracture is certainly more

common in men than in women, probably because it is

produced by muscular action; it is almost unknown in

children ; and it is most frequently met with in the middle
period of life, rarely indeed being seen in old age.
The treatment in the Prince of Wales’s case will doubtless

be the one usually adopted, that is, confidence will be placed
in splinting, bandaging, &c.-to secure union in a good
position. We understand that the alternative question of
operation - i.e., of opening the knee-joint and wiring
together the fragments of the patella-has had the fullest
and most anxious consideration by the medical attendants,
who, after careful weighing of all the circumstances of the
case, have decided against it. Lord Lister, who was sub-
sequently called in and whose authority in such matters is

indisputable, fully endorsed this view of the matter and the
favourable position of the fractured ends of the bone as dis-
closed on Thursday morning goes far to justify the decision.
On that morning at a consultation held at Marlborough
House between Lord Lister, Sir William Mae Cormae, Sir
Thomas Smith, and Sir Francis Laking a very careful

examination was made of the precise state of the fracture.
The treatment carried out so far was found to have

greatly improved the position of the fragments at the seat
of the fracture, and the progress made is all that can be

desired in the time which has elapsed since the injury. Lord

Lister expressed himself as very much pleased with the
progress made and is perfectly satisfied that the right course
of treatment is being adopted.

Sir William Mae Cormae has handed us the following
report for publication :&mdash;

’’ In consequence of the wide-spread interest taken and
the sympathy shown for H.R.H. the Prince of Wales in

his recent unfortunate mishap, His Royal Highness, with
characteristic consideration for the wishes of those
who desire authentic information as to the nature of
the injury, has sanctioned the following statement: On

Monday morning, July 18th, while coming down the spiral
staircase at Waddesdon Manor he missed his footing and
in the sudden severe effort made to save himself from falling
sustained a fracture of the left patella. On examination it

was found that the line of fracture was nearly transverse

and close to the upper margin of the patella. About one
fifth of the bone, somewhat crescentic in shape, was torn
away along with the tendinous insertion of the quadriceps
extensor and the gap between the fragments amounted
to a little more than 2 in. The joint was distended
with blood. Means were adopted to immobilise the limb,
bring down the upper fragment, and to prevent tilting.
This has proved so far successful that upon examination

to-day (Thursday) it was found that the interval between
the fragments was greatly diminished, not being now more
than a quarter of an inch, and the effusion in the joint is
lessened considerably. The condition of the illustrious

patient is in other respeots most satisfactory, and he is

bearing the enforced restraint with exemplary patience and
good temper."

His Royal Highness will have the sympathy of the

profession during the necessary but irksome period of rest
to which he will be subjected and their earnest wishes for
his speedy recovery.


